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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 15-20 and 28-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Curtis et al., US 6,560,707. 

In claim 15, Curtis discloses a method of providing secure communications 
between a plurality of communibation units, the method comprising: 

conveying a first communication from a first communication unit to a second 
communication unit, the first communication being unsecure (col. 5, line 33 - col. 6, line 
7 - central server and multiple workstations; col. 7, lines 29-67 - server sends 
descriptions to initiate widgets, but no security involved); 

determining whether a user-actuated selector to secure communications from the 
first communication unit to at least the second communication unit is currently actuated 
(col. 11, lines 21-42; col. 15, lines 1-14-device can be selected "on" or"off); and 

conveying the second communication from the first communication unit toward 
the second communication unit in a secure manner if the selector is currently actuated 
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(col. 8, lines 9-58 - security requirements of data transmissions require encryption; col. 
15, lines 1-36). 

In claim 16, Curtis discloses the method of claim 15 further comprising encrypting 
the second communication if the selector is actuated, wherein. conveying the second 
communication comprises conveying the second, encrypted, communication (col. 8, 
lines 9-58; col. 15, lines 1-36). '• 

In claim 17, Curtis discloses the method of claim 16 wherein the second 
communication unit is a control unit configured to relay communications from the first 
communication unit to a plurality of third communication units, the method further 
comprising: 

receiving at the second communication unit, an indication that the second 
communication is encrypted (col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 9, lines 46-66; col. 11, lines 21-42; 
col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 21); 

decrypting the second communication to produce a decrypted second 
communication (col. 8, lines 19-26); 

encrypting the decrypted second communication in accordance with encryption 
keys, if available, associated with the third communication units to produce re-encrypted 
second communications (col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 21); and 

conveying the re-encrypted second communications from the second 
communication unit to the respective third communication units (col. 6, lines 33-54). 

In claim 18, Curtis discloses the method of claim 17 further comprising: 
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providing security indicia to the first communication unit indicative of to which 
third communication units the second communication unit transmits re-encrypted 
second communications (col. 6, lines 13-32; col. 15, lines 1-14); and 

displaying, on a display associated with the first communication unit, whether 
communications between the second communication unit and the respective third 
communication unit are secure (col. 10, line 63 -col. 11, line 42). 

In claim 19, Curtis discloses the method of claim 15 further comprising displaying 
on a display associated with the first communication unit that communication between 
the first communication unit and the second communication unit is secure (col. 10, line 
63 -col. 11, line 42). 

In claim 20, Curtis discloses the method of claim 15 wherein the second 
communication unit is a control unit configured to relay communications from the first 
communication unit to at least a third communication unit, the method further 
comprising: 

receiving, at the second communication unit, an indication that the selector is 
actuated (col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 15, lines 1-36); and 

conveying the second communication from the second communication unit to the 
third communication unit in a secure manner (col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, 
line 21). 

In claim 28, Curtis discloses a telecommunications station for transducing at least 
one of sound and video signals to outgoing electronic signals and sending the outgoing 
electronic signals over a telecommunications line and for transducing incoming 
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electronic signals received via the telecommunications line to incoming media signals 
being at least one of incoming sound signals and incoming video signals, the 
telecommunications station comprising in combination: 

an interface module configured to establish a communication session between 
the station and a communication endpoint over the telecommunications line (col. 5, line 
33 - col. 6, line 7); 

secure session means for detecting operator request for at least secure outgoing 
communications over the telecommunications line and providing an indication for secure 
outgoing communications (col. 5, line 33 - col. 6, line 7; col. 6, lines 33-54; col. 8, lines 
9-58); and 

an encryption module coupled to the secure session means and configured to 
encrypt outgoing electronic signals in response to the indication for secure outgoing 
communications provided by the secure session means (col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 9, lines 
46-66; col. 11, lines 21-42; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 21). 

In claim 29, Curtis discloses the station of claim 28 wherein the secure session 
means is also for detecting an endpoint request, received via the telecommunications 
line, for at least secure incoming communications and providing an indication for secure 
incoming communications, and wherein the encryption module is further configured to 
decrypt incoming electronic signals in response to the indication for secure incoming 
communications provided by the secure session means (col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 10, line 
63 -col. 11, line 42; col. 11, lines 21-42; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 21). 
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In claim 30, Curtis discloses the station of claim 29 wherein the indication for 
secure incoming communications and the indication for secure outgoing 
communications are the same indication (col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 10, line 63 - col. 1 1 , line 
42; col. 15, lines 1-36). 

In claim 31 , Curtis discloses the station of claim 28 further comprising means for 
indicating secure status of communications from the station via the telecommunications 
line (col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 1 0, line 63 - col. 1 1 , line 42; col. 1 5, lines 1 -36). 

In claim 32, Curtis discloses the station of claim 31 wherein the means for 
indicating secure status comprises means for receiving participant-security indications 
via the telecommunications line indicative of whether communications to each of 
multiple conference-call participants are secure (col. 9, lines 66-67; col. 10, line 38 - 
col. 11, line 42). 

In claim 33, Curtis discloses the station of claim 32 wherein the means for 
indicating secure status indicates secure status of a conference-call only if the 
participant-security indications indicate that communications to all of the conference-call 
participants are secure (col. 9, lines 66-67; col. 10, line 38 - col. 1 1 , line 42). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-14 and 21-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Curtis and further in view of Dertz et al., US 2002/0093948. 

In claim 1 , Curtis discloses a data communication system comprising: 

a network interface configured to couple to a network (col. 5, line 33 - col. 6, line 

a communication session module coupled to the network interface and 
configured to establish a communication session with a telecommunication device 
through the packet-switched network (col. 5, line 33 - col. 6, line 7; col. 6, lines 33-54); 

a communication processing module coupled to the network interface and 
configured to receive real-time communication data, arrange the communication data in 
a sequence of packets, and send the sequence of packets to the network interface (col. 

5, line 33 - col. 6, line 7; col. 6, lines 33-54); and 

an encryption module coupled to the communication processing module and 
configured to selectively encrypt the received communication data in response to an 
encryption indication received via the network interface (col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 9, lines 
46-66; col. 1 1 , lines 21-42 - push to talk provides indication of encryption due to 
communication; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 21). 

Curtis fails to teach a packet-switched network. Dertz teaches a packet-switched 
network (paragraphs [0005], [0030]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Curtis' multimedia coordination system with Dertz's packet-based 
multimedia communication system utilizing a packet-switched network for data 
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transfers. It is for this reason that one of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to provide Curtis 1 multimedia coordination system with a packet-switched 
network because it permits communications between multiple endpoints to proceed 
concurrently over shared paths or connections (Dertz, paragraph [0005]). 

In claim 2, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 1 wherein the 
encryption indication is indicative of an encryption request initiated by a user of the 
telecommunication device (Curtis, col. 1 0, line 63 - col. 1 1 , line 42). 

In claim 3, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 1 wherein the 
encryption indication is the received real-time communication data being encrypted 
(Curtis, col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 10, line 63 -col. 11, line 42; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 
21). 

In claim 4, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 1 wherein the 
communication session module is configured to establish communication sessions with 
multiple telecommunication devices through the network, and wherein the 
communication processing module is further configured to provide a security indication 
to at least a first of the telecommunication devices through the network interface 
indicative of whether communications from the network interface toward a second of the 
telecommunication devices is secure (Curtis, col. 5, line 33 - col. 6, line 7; col. 10, line 
63 -col. 11, line 42). 

In claim 5, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 4 wherein the 
security indication is indicative of whether communications are encrypted (Curtis, col. 8, 
lines 9-58; col. 10, line 63 - col: 11, line 42; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 21). 
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In claim 6, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 4 wherein the 
system includes the first of the telecommunication devices, the first telecommunication 
device being coupled to the network interface and configured to store a public 
encryption key and to provide the public encryption key to the encryption module 
(Curtis, col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 21). 

In claim 7, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 6 wherein the first 
telecommunication device includes a secure communication selector and is configured 
to provide the device encryption key to the encryption module in response to actuation 
of the secure communication selector (Curtis, col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, 
line 21; col. 15, lines 1-14). 

In claim 8, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 7 wherein the first 
telecommunication device further includes a docking port for receiving a portable 
communication device, the first telecommunication device being further configured to 
provide an encryption indication to the docking port to cause the portable 
communication device received by the docking port to display an indication that 
communications from the first telecommunication device to the network interface are 
encrypted (Curtis, col. 9, lines 66-67; col. 10, line 38 - col. 11, line 42). 

In claim 9, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 7 wherein the first 
telecommunication device further includes a docking port for receiving a portable 
communication device, the first telecommunication device being further configured to 
process the security indication and to provide the processed security indication to the 
docking port to cause the portable communication device received by the docking port 
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to display an indication that communications from the network interface to at least the 
second telecommunication device are secure (Curtis, col. 5, line 33 - col. 6, line 7; col. 
9, lines 66-67; col. 1 0, line 38 - col. 1 1 , line 42). 

In claim 10, Curtis discloses a telecommunication device for communication with 
a communication endpoint device via a network, the telecommunication device 
comprising, in combination: 

an interface configured to couple to the network (col. 5, line 33 - col. 6, line 7); 

a microphone for receiving sound signals (col. 10, lines 38-62); 

a speaker for providing sound signals corresponding to signals received via the 
interface from the network (col. 10, lines 38-62); and 

a data processing module coupled to the interface and configured to receive data 
from the interface, process the received data, and to provide an indication for causing a 
display at least temporarily associated with the telecommunications device to display an 
indication of whether communications between the telecommunications device and the 
endpoint device are secure (col. 10, line 63 - col. 1 1 , line 42). 

Curtis fails to teach a packet-switched network. Dertz teaches a packet-switched 
network (paragraphs [0005], [0030]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Curtis' multimedia coordination system with Dertz's packet-based 
multimedia communication system utilizing a packet-switched network for data 
transfers. It is for this reason that one of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to provide Curtis' multimedia coordination system with a packet-switched 
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network because it permits communications between multiple endpoints to proceed 
concurrently over shared paths or connections (Dertz, paragraph [0005]). 

In claim 11, Curtis, as modified, discloses the telecommunication device of claim 

10 further comprising a device encryption module coupled to the interface and 
configured to store a public device encryption key and to provide the public device 
encryption key to the interface for transmission to the endpoint device (Curtis, col. 8, 
lines 9-58; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 21). 

In claim 12, Curtis, as modified, discloses the telecommunication device of claim 

1 1 further comprising a secure communication selector and is configured to provide the 
public device encryption key to the interface in response to actuation of the secure 
communication selector (Curtis, col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 21; col. 
15, lines 1-14). 

In claim 13, Curtis, as modified, discloses the telecommunication device of claim 

12 further comprising a docking port for receiving a portable communication device, the 
device encryption module being further configured to provide an encryption indication to 
the docking port to cause a portable communication device received by the docking port 
to display an indication that communications from the telecommunication device to the 
endpoint device are encrypted (Curtis, col. 9, lines 66-67; col. 10, line 38 - col. 1 1 , line 
42). 

In claim 14, Curtis, as modified, discloses the telecommunication device of claim 

13 wherein the data processing module is further configured to receive a security 
indication received by the interface and to provide the encryption indication to the 
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docking port in response to receiving the security indication (Curtis, col. 5, line 33 - col. 
6, line 7; col. 9, lines 66-67; col! 1 0, line 38 - col. 1 1 , line 42). 

In claim 21 , Curtis discloses a communication system for bridging communication 
sessions into a conference call, the system comprising: 

at least one network interface configured to couple to a network (col. 5, line 33 - 
col. 6, line 7); 

a session module coupled to the at least one network interface and configured to 
establish communication sessions with a plurality of conference-participating devices 
through the at least one network interface via the network (col. 5, line 33 - col. 6, line 7; 
col. 6, lines 33-54); 

a signal-mixing module coupled to the session module and configured to mix 
audio streams from the conference-participating devices and to supply mixed streams 
toward the conference-participating devices (col. 10, lines 38-62); and 

security means, coupled to the at least one network interface and to the signal- 
mixing module, for securing communications from the signal-mixing module in response 
to a secure communication indication (col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 
21). 

Curtis fails to teach a packet-switched network. Dertz teaches a packet-switched 
network (paragraphs [0005], [0030]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Curtis' multimedia coordination system with Dertz's packet-based 
multimedia communication system utilizing a packet-switched network for data 
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transfers. It is for this reason that one of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to provide Curtis' multimedia coordination system with a packet-switched 
network because it permits communications between multiple endpoints to proceed 
concurrently over shared paths or connections (Dertz, paragraph [0005]). 

In claim 22, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 21 wherein the 
secure communication indication is a security signal received via the at least one 
network interface from a conference-participating device (Curtis, col. 10, line 63 - col. 
11, line 42). 

In claim 23, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 21 wherein the 
security means is configured for notifying at least one of the conference-participating 
devices to which, if any, of the conference-participating devices the mixed signals are 
sent in a secure manner (Curtis, col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 10, line 63 - col. 11, line 42; col. 
13, line 41 -col. 16, line 21). ; 

In claim 24, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 21 wherein the 
securing communications includes encrypting the mixed streams (Curtis, col. 8, lines 9- 
58; col. 10, line 63 -col. 11, line 42; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 21). 

In claim 25, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 21 wherein the 
securing communications includes directing the mixed signals to limited-access secure 
lines via the at least one network interface (Curtis, col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 10, line 63 - 
col. 11, line 42; col. 13, line 41 - col. 16, line 21). 
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In claim 26, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 21 wherein the 
security means is configured for decrypting incoming encrypted audio streams (col. 8, 
lines 19-26). 

In claim 27, Curtis, as modified, discloses the system of claim 26 wherein the 
secure communication indication is an indication that an incoming audio stream is 
encrypted (Curtis, col. 8, lines 9-58; col. 1 0, line 63 - col. 1 1 , line 42; col. 1 3, line 41 - 
col. 16, line 21). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Weiman, US 6,141,690; Kaplan et al., US 6,829,234; Voit et al., 
US 6,137,869; Bigham et al., US 5,684,799; O'Shaughnessey et al., US 6,243,452; 
McTernan et al., US 2002/0013897; Voit et al., US 2005/0152340. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jaric Loving whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1686. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000, 
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